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State in 1929 and 1930 were again vocal in denouncing Chapter
the idea of a tariff trace or the lowering of barriers, and    ___"
in 1930 repudiated the suggestion that the central and
south-eastern European states should be given a prefer-
ence in the markets of western Europe as a means of
extricating themselves from the extreme economic de-
pression in which they were placed. The failure of the
Dominions to realise as late as 1930 the ruinous tend-
ency of the erection of tariff barriers is natural enough,
but it is significant of their almost complete detach-
ment from the-realities of the situation in Europe, and
Australia was soon to realise that her own position was
incapable of remedy by the mere process of rendering
it impracticable for foreign countries to send her ex-
ports, while expecting them to take her natural pro-
ducts in ever increasing amounts.
(6) The Dominions, it has been suggested above, can-
not claim the right to make war independently of the
United Kingdom. The best case that can be made out
for any such claim rests on their separate signature of
the Kellogg Pact renouncing war as an instrument of
international policy. But the value of the argument is
minimised by the fact that it was an occasion on which
the British Government successfully insisted that the
conclusion of the Pact must depend on its acceptance
by the whole of the Dominions. The argument that the
Dominions have not accepted the British interpretation
or reservation regarding the extent of the right of de-
fence is interesting. It suggests that the Dominions
might be internationally bound not to take as justified
a war commenced on that plea by the United King-
dom, so that they would have the duty to be neutral in
the conflict. This, however, does not show that the